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There were sly cemeteries in the towns of Bloomfield 
and Montclair before 1880 of which we Btill have some 
access to records or inscriptions of individuals who were 
buried there. This survey records the remaining grave¬ 
stone inscriptions for the Bloomfield Cemetery, the Brook- 
dale Reformed Church Burial Grounds, the Fourth Methodist 
■Episcopal Church Cemetery, the Old Methodist Burying Grounds, 
and Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Bloomfield, and Mt. Hebron 
Cemetery in Upper Montclair. 

In addition to the inscriptions which the author 
personally recorded from the sir cemeteries, other tomb¬ 
stone incriptions which have since been lost to time have 
been included from the lists prepared by the daughters of 
the .American revolution. They are: "Inscriptions from the 
Graveyard of the Dutch Reformed Church of atone House Plains, 
Brookdale section, Bloomfield, hew Jersey; uld Methodist 
Burying Ground, Brookdale, Bloomfield, Mew Jersey,** and 
"inscriptions from uld Section of Bloomfield Cemetery on 
Belleville Ave. , Bloomfield, M.J. 1 * These surveys, however, 
were far from complete. The information from them that is 
included here makes for a very small percentage of the total; 
over ninety percent of the inscriptions were recorded from 
the actual tombstones by the author. 
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Ihe year 1880 was chosen as the cloning date for this 
survey because the population of Bloomfield and Montclair 
swelled considerably after 1880 and a study of later tomb¬ 
stone records would be extremely involved. Also , the use 
of granite and heavy marble were increasingly being used 
after 1880, and the managing companies of the listed cemeteries 
which are still in exitence have records of burials after 
1880. Before 1880, records are m inimal and gravestone material 
was most often browns tone, sandstone or soft marble; thus, 
their inscriptions are in danger of literally fading into 
obscurity. 

it is interesting to note that many tombstones before 
1880 were more comprehensive in the information they list 
than the stones after 1880. uften, not only is the name 
of the deceased listed with the date of birth and date of 
death, but sometimes the age at death, the occupation of 
the deceased, any military or religious service, and even 
the means of death are also included. 

While this survey does in no way claim to be a com¬ 
prehensive listing of all burial records before 1880 in 
Bloomfield and Montclair, we can get a general idea of some 
statistical information from the records which are avail¬ 
able to us. The largest families with burial records have 
been calculated; and numbers of births and deaths for each 
year have been computed. This information is listed in the 
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Appendix, starting on page 153. 

4 

■omen whose maiden names were included on their tomb¬ 
stone are cross-indexed in the section starting on page 109. 
information other than first and last names, dates of birth 
and death, age at death and place of burial are listed, by 

reference number, and according to subject matter, starting 
on page 120. ' ' ‘ 

There are 2,287 persons listed in this survey, uf that 
total number, 580 persons who died after 1880 have also been 
included. These persons are identified in the listing by 
an asterisk i*} immediately preceeding their first name. 
These persons have rot been included in the statistical in¬ 
formation listed in the Appendix. They are included here 
only because their inscriptions were either endangered of 
becoming permanently lost or because another family member 
t whose death occurred before 1880) was listed. 

Some notable persons have also been included. They 
are: Alexander Jackson Bavis, the noted architect; Kandolph 
Silliman Bourne, radical pacifist writer during World War X; 
New Jersey Governor, John Franklin Fort; Charles Warren 
Eaton, acclaimed land scape artist; william B. Bradbury, 
composer of popular hymns, including "Jesus juoves we*; and 
Charles Tomlinson Griffes, noted modern composer. 

This survey not only does not claim to be a complete 
record of persons who lived and died in the towns of Bloom- 
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field and Montclair; 'it' cannot'"be a complete record of 
persona buried there, with the passing of time, many stones 
hare become totally illegible and vandals have destroyed 
others. Some stones have simply disintegrated or dis¬ 
appeared. borne families had their own grave yards on their 

farms, and nndoubtably, the records of most of these family, 
burial plots have been lost forever, borne persons that died 
in Bloomfield and Montclair before 1880 were buried in * 
other town cemeteries; or were buried In one of these ceme¬ 
teries but never had a stone put on the grave site. Por 
any number of reasons, this survey can only represent perhaps 
a very large fraction of the actual total burials that took 

place in Bloomfield and Montclair before 1880. 

This survey was prepared as an independent study project 
in .American History to meet requirements for a Bachelor of 
Arts degree In History at Montclair State College. The 
author has taken every possible Btep to insure accuracy, 
but Inevitably, in a survey of this scope there are bound to 
be mistakes, it is hoped that they will not cause major 
Inconvenience to those who use this reference tool. 


l>avid R. Anderson 
Pall 1979' 




BRIEF HISTORY OF BlOOMFIELU AND MONTCLAIR CEMETERIES 


Bloomfield Cemetery 

The Bloomfield Cemetery is located at 383 Belleville 

Avenue in Bloomfield. This canetery was originated as 

the burying ground for the First Presbyterian Church of 

Bloomfield. The Church was organized in 1796 and it was 

shortly afterwards that Isaac Ball donated the first five 

acres to the Church for use as a cemetery . 1 2 3 The Arlington 

2 

Journal states that the first burials were in 1799* His¬ 
torian Joseph F. Folsom puts the date of the first burial 
at 1796.^ The Bloomfield segq til centennial Committee erected 

a marker which stated that the cemetery was established 
around 1810. "While there are inscriptions for earlier 
dates, the most probable date for establishment of the 

* 

cemetery was 1796. The earlier inscriptions either refer 
to reinterments or inscriptions of family members buried 
elsewhere. Folsom states that the first burial was of 
John buke, but there is no stone for any person by that 
name.^ it is quite probable that the stone has since 
disappeared , or one was never erected. 

One observer wrote about the early days of the ceme¬ 
tery, remembering that "the first interment in the said 


1. Joseph jr. Folsom, Bloomfield uld and New, Cen¬ 
tennial Committee, 1912, p. 53* 

2. -A Walk in the Cemetery," at! lngton Journal . 
November 5, 1875* 

3. Folsom, loc. cit. 


4. Ibid 
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cemetery was when it was a grain field. They had to 

make a path to said plot. The cemetery at that time was 

only half the size it is now. There was no Belleville 

Avenue at that time past the same, a large gate had to 

he opened at every funeral and closed after the same as 

any old farmers gate with a tug. 

James Ball, the son of Isaac, sold an additional _ 

6 

twenty acres to the Church for about SI ,500. At that 
time the Bloomfield Cemetery Company incorporated. The 
cemetery is now nearly thirty acres in size and there are 

over 16,000 graves in its care. There are nearly 500 

veterans of U.S. wars buried in the cemetery, including 

7 

260 Civil War veterans. 


Brookdale Reformed Church Cemetery 

The cemetery is located on Bellevue Avenue in Bloom¬ 
field, directly behind the Brookdale Community Church. 

According to local historian, Jlizabeth ii. Coombs, 
the cemetery at this site started as an old Indian burial 
place . 5 6 7 8 The land on which the Brookdale Community Church 
and the Cemetery sow lie, was donated to the Stone Houee 


5. Harriet Cadmus Wilde 
Wilde Pilch, dated February l 6 , 
Bloomfield Public Library. 


, letter to daughter Jennie 
1925* in "Bloomfield Files,** 


6 . Folsom, op. clt. , p. 53. 


7. (Bloomfield, W.J.; Independent Press . Hay 24, 1958. 

8* Elizabeth u . Coombs, "Clarification,- 1969, in 
■Bloomfield riles,- Bloomfield Public Library. 
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■Plains Dutch Reformed Church society in 1801 by Abram ■ 
Garrabrant, The Dutch settlers of the area organized the 
Church in 1795 and built the Church in 1802 .^ 

Apparently, the first burials in the Cemetery are for 
1812. The Church controlled the cemetery until the congre¬ 
gation split in a bitter quarrel over the burial of an 
apparent suicide victim. Those who felt the individual 
had taken his own life did not want him in the burying 
ground of the church. 'Those who felt that his death was 
accidental, wanted him buried there, lilbur Brokaw, 
president of the company who held the cemetery in trust, 
withdrew in 1920 and purchased lots in Mount Hebron Cemetery. 1 ® 
The cemetery has since been managed privately, although it 
is cared for by the Grounds maintenance Committee of the 
Church. 

in November, 1975, the remains of the old Methodist 
Burying Ground were reinterred here; but no marker has been 
erected to identify the transferred stones. 

■fourth Methodist Episcopal Church Cemetery 

Gorline Doremus organized a Sunday school in Montclair 
as early as 1813. He was also connected with the formation 


9. Hev. Charles E. js.no*, "Bloomfield,* in w.H. Shaw* s 
History of Esse* County . Everts A peck, Philadelphia, p. 864. 


10. Coombs, op. clt. 












of the Methodist society in Bloomfield in the early 1820* s 
(at that time all of Montclair was part of the town of 
Bloomfield), jun 1827, the Wilde family, from Saddle- 
iror ^^ 1 » En gl and, established a woolen factory in Cranetown 
(which Montclair was then known as). Many wesleyans came 
with the family to work in the mill, in 1828, Gorline 
Do reams and James Wilde, along with John Hoore, Josiah W. 

Crane and Michael Cockefair organized a Methodist—Episcopal 
congregation at Montclair, it may hare been at that time 

that the cemetery in which the remains listed in this surrey 
was established. 11 The first burial recorded is for 1829. 

The exact location of the cemetery is not known, hut apparently 

it was somewhere along the present Bloomfield and Glen 
Kidge border. 

a large sq&ure-shaped stone in the Mount Hebron Cemetery 
bears an iron plaque with the names and dates of death for those 
whose remains were reinterr.ed at Ht. Hebron. The inscription 
reads: "Kemains of persons removed from the churchyard 
cemetery of the fourth Methodist JBpiscopal Church of Bloomfield, 
April 1926." 


11. &nox, on. clt, , p. 865; Montclair, the First 
One Hundred Years . Montclair Publicity Committee, 1968, 

pp. 22-25. 
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in Bloomfield once stood. 

Mount ullvet Cemetery 

This predominantly Catholic cemetery is located at 

* 

23 Cottage Place in Bloomfield. .The cemetery was organ¬ 
ized in I9l0 # hut there are a few stones which predate 
organization. 



r 


f 
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■EXPLANATION OF CODES USED 

In the index starting on page sixteen, there are a 
number of codes to indicate certain circumstances, such 
as illegible or uncertain information. Below is an ex¬ 
planation of the codes used: 


?2/10/1797 

date of birth is uncertain 

3/19/1850? 

date of death Is uncertain 

in 

s 

estimate of age 

?45 

age is uncertain 

45.11.00 

age: years, months, days 

' 2/_/1797*1 

45 ._* 00 J 

information was omitted, 
not supplied, illegible, 
or uncertain 

"was drowned" 

Information taken directly 
from tombstone inscription 

twas drowned; 

information supplied from 
supplementary source 

CARRouj : 

first name was Illegible 
or uncertain 

Frances l?; 

name was uncertain , 
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BURIAL PLACES — CEMETERY COPES 


B — Bloomfield Cemetery 

D — Bvookdale Reformed Church (Stone House Plains) 
Burial &Tounds, Bloomfield 

E -— Fourth Methodist Episcopal C v urch of Bloomfield 
(remains now in M*. Hebron Cemetery) 

H — Mt. Hebron Cemetery, Upper Montclair 

M — Old Methodist Barring Grounds, Bloomfield 
(remains now in B r ookdaie Reformed Church 
Burying Grounds) 

0 — Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Bloomfield 
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D ATE Q? Dili; 0? 

PAMIil HAWS and rIRsg KAKK BIHTH DEATH 


AGE AT BURIAL REErfffiRCii 
DEATH PLACE HUMBER 


ACKERMAB: 


Charles K. 

1839-10/ 7/1851 

12.07* 

B* 

David 

1822- 5/12/1842 

19.07.02 

M 

* Go rline c 

5/ 8 / 1812 - 1/ 5/1886 

73 

D 

Henry 

1787- 8/11/185* 

66.11.25 

K 

Jane 

1790- 5/29/1846 

55.06.24 

M 

Jflp» 

1822- 1/20/1847 

24.07.17 

M 

ADAMS: 

* Mary ». 

8/31/1884-11/24/1884 

.03 

0 

Sarah E. 

1827- 2/15/1872 

45 

B 

AKESS: 

Charles R. 

10/21/1795- 9/ 1/1861 

65.11 

B 

u enry C. 

1859- 1860 

1 

B 

Jane 

1821-10/ 1/1827 

6.05.16 

B 

Laura A. 

1855- 1857 

2 

B 

B obert 

1779- 9/19/1828 

49 

B 

AITKEHS: 

•Florences G^iffes 

1880- 1963 

S3 

B 

Hellen 

1880- 1880 

0.06 

B 

* James Guthrie 

1877- 1934 

77 

B 

AKER: 

Charles 

1830- 1830 

0.06 

B 

p harles R. 

'10/21/1793- 9/ 3/1878? 

84.11 

B 

* Ellen 

1827- 1891 

64 

B 


a. See na*ei4 for explanation of date and aee data. 

b. See pavei5 for explanation of Burial Place codes. 

c. Those names oreeeeded by an asterisk (*) died after 
1880. The names are included here to make for a more compre¬ 
hensive listine. 

d. See pace 120 for the chronological listinc of 
tombstone information cited by Reference Humbers. 












Jil 

UfAlA MWf (vWL 

3,007 OaA34L 3s& /^C^JL 





( %0i7>) 




